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Abstract

The subject of quantifative research in this paper is analysis of the
knowledge and the perceptions of sdents from seven different faculties
different years of smdy. The suthors used a quandtative survey method to
idemtify and describe the koowledze and the perceptions aboeut the possible
risk and disasters. 382 students from all years of study were examined The
results show that the respondents have a high level of knowledze oo natural
desasters and that thers is a significant difference among srodsnts depending
mostly on the year of sudy. There is also a difference i some perceptions
between the smdents from “nem-security” and from “security” stadies. The
lmnmuftermchmfmmﬂmfmthﬂﬂmmesugmnbmedoﬂf
oo stodents willing te participate in the answennz of the questionnaire.
Considering the evident lack of risks and hazards related to the Environment
in Macedomia, the survey resulfts can be used when creating the siatezy of
educatonal proprams, which would conmibute to mproving the safery of
youth culture. The research results can also be used for the improvement of
the existing knowledze and preparedness for respending to Tisks and hazards
related to the Epvironment
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INTREODUCTION

Some sociologists, pelitical theorists and anthropologists argue that
social and political chanpes comimipate to the way of bow the msks and
dangers are percefved and how they are administered in medemn seceties.
The German theeretician Beck clames that we are m a state of great transiten
from conventional mte a "nsk” society. In his book. about a nsk society,
Baeck claims that findamental appraisers of the acceptable level of nsk in the
fotore are gomg to be the insurancs companies. (Borodzicz, 2005, p. 1) In
the discussion, Beck establishes a theory that the modem concepts of nsks
starting from the indostialization, are contolled by the market On the
question about how we can determine the boundary betwesn risk and the
threat, Beck says that "the economy reveals the boundaries betwesn what is
talerable with economac precision, throush the elimination of the msurance
policy”. In this paper we are considenng the risks and threats a3 synomyms.

People in everyday Lfe are trying to predict mest of the things that
happen. However, m each basis of this predicion exists a set of actvities
with which practically we get our result of what we have imagined The
concept of risk i a closely related catepory with: predicdon, probabiity,
sense of certainty, and by it, it 5 closely linked to the noton of danger. The
risk has different connotatons and inferpretations dependme om the historscal
moment and the explanations given by scence. Today, if is recognized that
the risk represents a measure of a funcdon of twe varables, such as: 1), the
extent of the probability of failure: and 1) the consequences of the fathure.
Usznally, the events that can mest sparsely ocomr (this i onlikely) cause
SEMNs comsequences (as of 12252004, the tsunami in Indonesia). And vice
versa, events that are more Hkely to happen can wsnally cmse miner
comsequences. (Gapoulis & Simpson, 2006, p. 225 — 2448) By consultmg a
mmber of authors (Wilkinsen, Geargieva, Kun, Holton, Durodie and others)
Gerasimowski says that the nsk 5 actually a term for an expected funre,
supervisor event which is likaly to acour, but net neceszarily. So the nsk is a
probable event and its ocomrence depends on a complex web of factors that
make up its comtent. (Gerasimesski, 2010, p. 117) The msk unlike the
uncertmty is stated that possesses a preat difference. especially m terms of
the possibality of prediction {caloulation). Hence, the rizk can be praded on
the basis of it to make different decisions in different contexts and needs. In
the discussion Gemsimovski conchides that “the nisk is a possible. assamed,
expected ocowmence, probably happening with the possible positive or
nezative ouicome. bat mestly cepative (pessble danger - megamwe risk)”



(Gemsimovzki, 2010, p. 124). When it comes to the risks, the eforts of the
people and secieties are more o leamn about the nature, the type, and the
strocture of the risk of the riks to be managed or comiolled. or af least as
best possible extent with them to handle. (Gerasmowski, 2010, pp. 128 -
12}

The uwsoal explamation asscociates the msk with the possibility /
probability of mury, damage or loss. Most often, the probabilicy and
comsequences of a wviolent act of event are associated with physical
{technology) and nammal processes according to how and whether if can be
abjectively defined with nsk asseszment We can conchude that the danger or
the threat could be real bur the mizk, however, is a social constroction. The
process of assessmp the risks is esseofially subjective and complicated
resulting from the combination of the sciendfic approaches and assess of
psycholdogical social cultural and political factors that are important for
determination. Within this process, which Slovic descnbes as a pame m
which social mles apply with respect to a problem. the key problem iz how
to define msk. (Georgieva. 2004, p. 83 — 34) Under the term threat in this
paper we understand a broad defimition that inckodes mahural phenomena and
human activities, and fechnalogical failures that counld canse damage ar koss
of what iz considered a subject of protection in the contemporary socisty,
such as: life, health, properfy, environment, physical imteprity. Activities
associated with the depree of probahility of endanzering human health
inchagde the entire infrastruchare that implies 2 modem society, as well as the
environment.

LITERAEY REVIEW

The risks and the dangers are subject of infense scientific discussion
in the ecomomirs, polifics, cultare, secumity, et We are looking for links
between misk, cmises, secumify (Borodmicz, 2005), (Boin, Hart, Stem, &
Sandelins, 2003), (Gunter Branch, et al.. 2011}, (Belhack A, Hull, Benjamin,
Alcom, & Linkew, 200§), (Ganoulis & Simpson, 2006), the Emviranment and
the security (Malis - Sazdowska, 2010). (Mileski, Egologic Security, 2004).
(Mileski, Ecologic Secmity — sustainable development — sustairable securify,
2011), (Bametr, 2001). (Deudney, 19900, (Floyd 20100, (Hulme, 2004).
(Aipas, Berskowicz, & Ermakova, 2011), (Marthew, Bamett, Macdonald, &
O'Brien, 2017). (Simmens, 1999 (Dodds & Pippard, 2005), (Todorowit,
2009 and others, the Emvironmenr gnd the Sustainable development (Roper
(Atkmson, Dietz, & Neumayer, 2007), (Baker, Sustainable Development,
2006), (Baker, Kousis, Richardson, & Young, 1997), (Danilov — Danil “yan,
Losew, & Reyf 2009 (Elliott, 2006), (Lafferty & Meadowcraft, 200)
{Marten, 2001} and as a result of these discussions and academic ressarch
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works it is quite sure that mierdependence &5 determined. The link bemwesn
environment and all sciences exists becanse the ferm environment signifies
the entity of everything that is surrounding us, the totality of the dead and the
living nahare into is todal functoning and exchange. Secursty, [ would =y, &
a very "swetchable” concept The mdividual elementz of the perception of
security enby fiurther comribate to the possibly increasing differences into its
understanding

Theoreticians m a global semse recogmize the changing societiss
which are clozely related te access to mformaton and the procesz of
plobalization Thes process could be compared with the recognition of
tmansiton from the foudal towards a capimlist socisty by Mam. Today,
according to Beck (Baesk), in comtemporary terms, we ae talking about
postindusirial, modem society in which people are becoming concerned with
the risks associated with the food we eat, lacking the risk of food shoragss.
Comparing modern with the consumer seciety Fromm concluded that the
onentaton towards consumption is resuling with suffocating the man and
dess not allow the spiritoal, physical and imellecnal development. It &
interesting to look at Borodzic's example who says that the fears about the
techmigoes of the modem food production are prevailing regarding the
salmonella poisoning from eges. infected animals, doe o which, he says,
there appears a mass phenomenon of vegetarianism in Europe.

In terms of what a subject of knowledee in this paper presents, we
could say that a consfant varable in this paper is as follows: There are
naroral hazards and risks of different natare {technical - technological and
human-caused) that are associated with the enviromment. We would define
the varable as: the awarensss and the knowledze of the dangers and the
threats facing the society hawe relevance in dealing with the challenges of the
confemparary societes that are cansed by natoral disasters and other causes
of disasters. From these assumptions, the porpose of this guantiative
research is conducted within the frames of the preparadon of the doctoral
thesis! which iz to determine the conditions of the knowledze, recoznition,
created aftiude of the sudent’s population in the comioy fom seweral
fxculties. As to the goeston why the smdent population is chosen, we can
say it is due to the relatively simple access of respondents, their focus on
studymng (learming. education), hizher level of readiness o partcipate in a
research, as well as their mportance for the tme fo come ie for the finme.
We ako believe that the student population is extremely important m the
milding of the sociefy because of their mebility, dymamism, energy,

'Tha P discertation ks besn reported amd defended at the Faculty of Secerty -
Skogje on 17.10.2013 =nder the fitle Fmndronment probecton = providing secenty
in the commiry ([thecmwtical. normative and institutional aspects).
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commitment, et In short, it is of an exceptional importance for the
development of the seciety.

METHODOLOGY

The stody mvelved 382 voluntesr students of several faculfies: the
Faculty of Security in Skopje, the Faculty of Law "Fustiniamus Primus", the
Instinate for Defense of the Philosophy Faculty of URIM, the Forestry and
Mechanical Engineering Faculties at UEIM, the Law and Graduate Schoal
on safety and detectives in the first private university "FON" from Skopje,
the Faculty of Theology and the Military Academy of the University "Goce
Delchev” in Skopje. The sampls weakpesses are visible in the small
participation of the Albanians in answering the questionnaire which can be
explained by the fact that there are private and State Universify in Albanian
lamzuape that were not inclded. As to the sample it can be said that this iz a
"random sample”, ie. a sample of n-items of the populaton o sach a way
that each member of the population is selected only by coincidence, and
every member of the population has an egual chance to be selected, and
every possible statistical sample with a certain size, n, has the same chance
of selection. It is =il called a statistical sample

Graphic m_ 1, 2, 2, 4 and' 5, Sirmciure of the sample af the servey conducied
Emeng sudrnis in relnden fo the geader, year af stedy, states and ethafciy
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As it can be chserved it i a relatively balanced participation of
smdents from all academic years of teaching The stachare of the
respondents 5 ustrated from the praphics display below po. 2 with a 56%
respondends male and 44% of females. Most of the respondents (336
students representing 88%:) are full-time students, whils the rest are part-time
students. Such a mumber as researchers had sorprised us becanse we did not
expect the part fime studemis to get iowolved in the ressarch at all. This
speaks i favor of mterest on the topic.



Graphic Ne. 2 represemts the ethnic struciure of the respondents indicaring rhar
dhe majerity @re Wacedonions, which corresponds io ihe organizadonal siructure
in wikick the swrvey B conducted.
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Bellow we can see the sucture of respondents according to the Faculty
where they are studying.

Crapkrc dirplay nameber 3. The siructare of rependents accerdme o fecainy.
40
120

100
E &
58
ﬁ | 7 ks 55 # 33
I+
Faccliy pf Faculty of Facultyof Facay of Istitew for Mechamical the Military
Semmty-  Law Theology Lawand Defense, Faooly and Acadanry
Skopje "ot Facltyof Peacsand  forosiry
Prizms”™ Dotoctives.  Seomity  famlty
o FORT Srom
Uty Ekopie
Mrasher of students. 2 par. Mov. Avg. (Mumber of sndanis)

BESULTS AND DISCUSSION

To the question what is the bigeest threat studemts see for the
environment in the Republic of Macedonia. graphics displayed bellow show
that the perception of threats related fo the environment ameng the student
population is the Eollm‘i.ug for the maparty air pollution is the major
problem with 74.08 % of respondents; then water pollution comes next with
58.58%,, chemical and bactenrological contamination, and then other fypes of
polhution.
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A very important methodological issue is the fact that in apswering
this question the respondemiz could select all listed mpswers. Seem m
imversely proportional sense it is inferesting to oote that the % of the
respondents do mot consider that the county has problems with water
deficiency, which means they think we have it m alundance, while almest %
consider that the water pallution as we mentioned is a threat for the
environment. This mcomsistency is mdicative Perhaps m the foture we
should mtrpduce proprams about the fact that water m Macedomia iz not
really a resource we have in abundance. Wamely, we are not Iceland Such
an aftitude with cenminty ceates wastefol babits. The highest value of the air
palhmion problem as perceived after the emvironment accerding fo the author
is the result of the fact that these respondents live in Skepje. In Skopje,
without doubt, especially during winter there is a very hizh value of air
palhmion and this has been the subject of imtense discossions, especially in
the last five years. The establishment of publicly awailable information is
valnable because 247 of the website of the MEPP, are placed on boards at
several places in the city. The media attenfion towards this issue
had achieved a high lewel of anarensss towards the question from the danger
of this issoe and resulted in perception of the respondents that it represents
the bigeest danger. Soch mformation alse shows a certain nativity and a lack
of knowledpe amonzg the stodents about what "The SYSTEM of
Eovironment” means in terms of its fall conpectvity with other
environmental media such as seil and water ones. This indicates a need for
additional coverage of many other issues, especially regardmz the water and
the dangzers for it.
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Table . I. Perception of values gf the sindenis o die question: Plsase arsess the

imperizace according io you for sack of Ivied valures they hawe.
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The table abowve presents the responses of the respondents in ferms of
their perception of the vahee that hsted vales have. Namely, separately
listing the property, health, political system and others (see mble) indicates
some basic descriptive indicators of the scale of their views. Top-rated is the
health of the people with an average grade of 4.77 in the range of 1 - 5 And
Mmlilﬂmmsln:mm&mhpmmmetﬂusnfﬂmmﬂjs
that refer fo the emvironment and that are rated with expressed positive
opinions a3 follows: {1. people - 4.77 1. plants and animals - 4 46 3. water - 4
78 the eovironment - 4.49; ar quality - 4.59). Reganding this question we
have reservation faking inte account the kmewledee of the parficipamis.
Wamely, according o the definiion of the Enowironment, and having
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questioned the stodents for pars of the system of Eovironment, and having
them evaluated wery high, represents a foundation for strong expectations for
reating awarensss, knowledge, and further practice the protecting them

Graphic display number 7. Percepiion af security risks
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The folimeing praph mdicates the percaption of sudents for the
degree of risks and hezords, meiuding: increasing qf the sea levels, jfood
shortapes, giobal waorming, violmce among youth, drup raffickng crime,
domestic viclence, foress fires, floods, serroritm, classic miliaary threay, land,
eneTEy orinis, religions fmtolerance, efmic hered, vilatiom gqf the
constitutional order, biological and chemical polluson, drup raffickng,
i accidents and able to bend other risky and danpgers, and fo aisess e
rhrear level gf I to 5 and the resuits off the average valuer are: ethnic hatred
(HL2), crime (3.97), religions mtslerance (3.94), drup ogficking (3.85)
which are the fop fbur ranked risks and hazards. From the noted 21 risk and
hazards & of them represent security risks related to the enviromment and
they are subject of imberest of the enviromnmental security. Also, it is worth
mentioning that in the only assessment of the nsks and dangers of natral
desasters, the Fepublic of Macedonia recognizes much of the hsted risks.

These resulfs are most interesting for disossion. Mamely, despite the
fact that forest fires are a senious problem in the couniry, the floods and the
drought 25 well the shdents evalmtion is on lower levels of nisk and
probability of ocoumence of for example, desp palifical and sociological
categones related to ethoic hatred and religious mtolerance. These data show
a sirong degres of the personal conviction of the respondents that ethmic
hatred and relipious intolerance are the most serions security challenges. The
question is whether they build this perception based oo personal experiences,
experiences of ransferred based on presented "media muth™?
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In arder to compare the perception of nisks and hazards in this secton
we will ennmerate some of the elements of the official assessment of the
rizks and damgers of nahural disasters in the counmy. The official assessment
of the Fepublic of Macedonia shows that The foods are mom common
comdition related fo naral disasters in Wocedonia, Magjor fToods acowrmad
in 1916, 1933, 1937, I962 and 1979, For ecample, the azsessment qf the
qifeces gf the 1978 flood & dgfned as 1075 of the natiomal mcome of the
couniry. Becawse of the confiewrasion of the revrain, the rapid fow qf waser
and their pill, these floods cawte very Teriows comteguences Stich ar large
erosion, rediment and deposit them in the lower parss, collapsing on the
shares qf rivers and rivers befanviar qf fruit and odher surfaces. From the
rivers overfiow their bamks are threatened more than 100 000 hectaves qf
arable land. Warer management fcilitier in the couniry are innyfficient and
Inadequarrely mainained, which i a mgior obsfacle fo o gfichency in
undertaking the acivities and maaiures fo protect and rescue flood.

Table . 2 (h abons ihe percepiion and sxtitudes related to emvirenmennnl
—Eritection
S
In wétni exien do I wtms cormi 80 I wiai cxient do yoo | wed ecient you
vousgos wihhe | powconmder thal fac | cosmder you saan cosiriuic for
1o far e rnrmET 12 the indrendml e e=dmnperrg =i the
ExvEnnTen COREETY o pregorie | comtnier mode ‘cxvermTEn?
miyoci of natronsl cEvroamknial
= R RE ] o ] " o
himn | @ [ ] 13
. T — — ==
Man ] FE5] Ea3 FIT S
Made & F] i I
S ovabn EET] Y = | Tooe
B i A ] 1]
Ko o B ~o o
Maiman 1 ] 1 1
Maxzrar. L] .} [] L]

From a methodological perspective encourages the consistency amd
coberence of the respenses to the four tightly metemelated issussegarding the
tahle above.
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Table N. 3 Percepiion for tie environment ax a mationsl secusity issue according
o dhe Faculty
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In the previous fable we can s=e the assesment for the secumity
relevance of the environment as a marter of natonal sscarity for each faculty
separately. The following table indicates the responses of the students by the
year of study.

Table N.4 Perception for the emvironment a3 g national securiy

imue according fo the year af study
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Graphic N8 Presence of curricula for Environment af all levels af
education
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In suppert of the affimmative attthades related to the enviromment of
major importance is the fact of presence on eovirenmental education m
educational programs in the schools. Therefore the shademts were asked
whether in thelr primary, secondary and hizher educaton they hawve
enconumter=d with content related to the enviromment? As it can be clearly
recognized from the praph above in the primary edocation. this percentage
represents §8%, 69% mn the secondary and 60%: in the higher education.

It is impartant to say that the respondents evahiated the ethoic hate as
the biggest security sk in the country. Therefore it stands out as special.
The question is why is this so” § confims the conclosion that the
Macedonian society is deeply differentiated by ethnic as well as on religiows
lmes. The closeness of the secial groups disables the existence of "channels
of commmmication”. It creates a state of mutnal ignerance, which inevitably
provokes fear. This is shown by the results of the responses of the shadents.
HNamely, 377 students responded that athnic hatred iz a sacamty question and
on a scale from 1 to 5 has an amount of of 4.14. This condition, despite fear,
at the same tme could mean a hieh level of latent danper. Especially piven
the fact that this ksue is given as one of the ten possible answers. It can be
expected that if ip-depth qualitative research iz being conducted, the
conditions will indicate certin specifics. When between crme, orpanized
crime. terrorism, floods, droughts, water shortages on the one hand amd
ethmic hatred on the other hand, the ethoic hatred is considered a higher
SECUNCY assess we can cooclude that we have built a swong security

perception. Alse, this condition cannot be easily chanped and indicates on a
high lewel of fear and aliepation ameng the ethmic social groups. How can
this reflect on the real political terms is a guestion oo which we can open
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debate The results of a simmlar surveys in the EUf show that the ethmic
SECUTry issue does mot exist at all! In fact, given the ethnic hate does mot
exist as a security dilemma among the citizens of the European Union.

Graphic N8, Perceprion for the security relevanee of the mereasing Ievel
af the seas and ocsans
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And vice versa, introducims this graph to prove the relevance of the
answers. If is obvions that by order of conmgol questions as well as a small
munber of blank answers, the respondents had seriously appreached towards
answerng o the questionnaire. For example, we note the previous graph
showing the curve of the histopram for the perception of assesment for the
seuriry relevance of the msing sea levels. Namely, although rezarded as a
elobal problem, when the rezpondents were asked about evaluaton on this
issue, a lnge number of 125 respondents rated the threat assessment on a
range of | on a scale from 1 to 3. That mdicates that the respondents in fact
do not have knowledze abour the assesment for the secunity relsvance for
that problem, t only have a percepion gained from a speculative
siatements. We are @lkine about the majority, and that is normal. The
respondents can not make a "risk assessment”. i mvelves the application of
scientific methods and techmiques, while the perception represents
an impression. The respondents were asked to evaloate the depres of danger
on 3 scale from 1 to 5 for risks and dangers on a g}ubal level These results
are appreciated by comparing the assessments laid down in the assessment
for threat to the Republic of Macedonia by matuml! dizasters and other
accidents (pablished in the "Official Gazertz”, Wo. 18-4011 7 15 September
2007 that speaks for the following nahural disasters:

= endangemment from earthquakes:

= endangerment from mining accidents;

= pndanperment from flooding and destruction of high dams;
= endangerment from snowdrifis, avalanches and gales;
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endangerment fom outhreaks of infectious diseases;

endangered animals and prodocts of animal ongn;

endanpered plants and plant products;

endanperment from radislopical, chemical, and  biological

contamination and accidents with hazardous substances;

endanperment from major accidents; and

« pndangerment from technological accidents and protection of the
envIromment

The graphic bellow shows the mean on the vahie of the respondents.
The hichest level of rizk is azsessed about the threar from chemical and
Biglogical commmination, followed by the global warming. The respondents
were asked to evahuate a relatively umquestionable risks and dangers that are
associated directly or indirectly with the possble endangering of the
environment. Therefore, it can be analyzed as a perception of nzks and
dangers to the environment, in the most part In that way the answers of the
students can also be inferpresed

Graphic .19
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For the differences among the results of the sudents from diferent
faculties it is shown bellow, here we can easily see that the students from the
Faculty of Secorty - Skopje evaluate the risks higher This is due to the
matire of the studies and it represents the expected result.
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Fed marked felds indicate oo exsstence of statistcal sizmificance
(which iz determined within the scals from 000 - 030 with three of the fve
observed questions such as:

= the spread of tropical dizsases;
= pollution an the sceans due to the release of carbon dioxide: and
» [andslides and modslides.

Table N.7 Text on djfferences im the percepsion on risk sindenis from Faculiy of Secarity -
Skeopie and the I.H'mﬁ?f Defenseand peace af the }'n'ndrr qf‘.i".h!#mw.h in Skepje
Faculty H Mean

Miin Max
| [The spread of Faculty of 114 133 1055 1 5
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Instituse for 5 1311 | 1.2 1 ]
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| PMore Erequant and | Faculty of 113 (381 |57 T I3
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Enstimte for 33 kR 841 1 b |
Dafazia
TAccidents in tho Faculty of 113 337 1.045 1 3
mizga] S-lnn_iy
Skopis
Institute for 35 185 1113 1 3
Dafazsa .
[Glokal marmemg] Faculty 115 387 acd 1 i ]
Snnn_iy-
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 Shopjs
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weapoms]] Enstitute for 55 40z 11 1 3
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s | Shops
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Dafsmie

The canducted testing berween these two groups (Faculty of Secuzity
— Skopje with 113 respondents and the Insttbube for Defense and Peace
Smadies, with 34 respondents) with results which can be seen in the mable
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above and the table bellow. indicates some differences m the percepton of
the degree of danger of the manifestaton on cer@in rsks. Accordmng to the
results we found smtistical significance in the differences to the following
risks:

= probability of ecourence of mers fegoent and miphfier storms;

» accidents m the mines and the landslides and minss; and

= landslides,

Ameng other risks we caonot potice a difference. The relative
homogensity of the remaining resuls m terms of perception from probability
of manifestation of the listed nisks we belisve is due to the similarity berween
the comicula of the two smdy programs. Basically, this means that the
answers of the stadents of Faculty of Secunity from Skopje and the hsttute
for Defense and Peace are characterized by two main features: first, they
showed significant coherance oo the evaliations; and second. in the majerity
of cases the risks are assessad with a hizher vahse. It is a result of developed
security culrare and the pained knowledze which itself inclodes the existence
of mformed cifizens who are reasoping on 2 hasis of the available
information. The mvolvement of the teaching cootent related o the
environment is exmemely mmportant o this regard alse.

Table N8 T-mecm of crudenic af the Faculty of Secnrity - Skopje u Tmctitate for
Defemseand peace ar the Faculy of Philosopky in Skepie
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What is ndicative and pesitive in the results, according to the
purpase of this smdy is the fact that these risks are also present in the official
assessment fom all risks and hazards which were mentioned previcusly.
Therefors, given the value oo them all, we can reliably conchade that the
majority of the respondents hawe a realisiic perception of the degres of
danger from these risks and hazards. [t mmst be ooted that the majonty of
students (35 evidenced by the fest resolts from the respondents fom the Law
Faculty in Skopje) do not have a realistic perception of the level of risk
associated with risks and dangers from mataral disasters. Such results are of
corse expecied. and make the differences in the comiculim, as well as “the
specific milieu” of reasoning

CONCLUSIONS

The emvironment represents a field that comprises the interest of
many schentific disciplines and as a result of such an imterest, different
scienfific mstroments are created. In gensral it can be observed both as an
interest of the namral and as an interest of the social sciences. In the social
sciences of particular importance is the conpection between the econommics
and the saciology oo coe hand and the techmical and the natoral laws on the
ather. Thiz, of course, results in the creation of the concept of sustainabls
development. The relatomship between the Secunity and the Risks &
established and it is of visible or of latent nanare. The space for scientific
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research i this area is "unlimited”. Risks today represent a part of the
mademn seciery. or as Beck calls it "a msk seciery”. Within thess general
conditens, the environment and their media directly associated with it, and
the closely related issues are increasingly paiming importance. As a resul,
mare md more people will change their perception of security. In this sense,
the subjective feeling of secumty among people. the vanable "emvironment”
will become increasingly important.

O behalf of the risks and the thoeats conrary to the decrme of te
Liberal Thinking. all the states will be smenpthening their position and
“maneuvenng space” to resmct the rights and the freedoms of the people.
Therefore, the risks despite having objective potential for endanpening, are
subject to additional "shaping” most ofien fom the state authorites and the
holders of mformation activities. The bolders of mformaton activities
acquire a global dimension with incredible speed, and the state antherities
cannot always fiollow this propress.

About the differences ansing on individual lewel about the nisk
perception, the culural context as well as the ohjectve reality are of cracial
importance. The students m the proup of threats to the eovironment on the
first place put the endangerment of the air and the water. Half of them
believe that the soil s subject to threat. The perception that the air is the most
endanpered is due o the fact that all respondents live in Skopje. The stadents
also consider that the threat to the water is strong. bat at the same fime do not
think that the Fepublic of Macedonia would have a problem with a shortage
of water. Among the students, the Tadition, the relimion, and the religious
fealings are values which in most cases are ewaluated differently, ie. the
answers are ranging with substantial varations in the vale of the standard
deviation. The ethnic hatred has the highest valne in terms of the assessment
of iz security relevance. The perception ameng the shadents about the nsks
and dangers to the emvironment at the global level is hased on speculation
and meomplete mformations. There are siznificant differences in these
responsss and large scatferng of opinions.

The participants have uilt a perception that the envireoment in the
COumiTy is oot being protectsd. At the same time, they are not confmbating
towards ifs threat The rmespondents as individoals are siemificantly
copfribating to its prefecdon (defined by four control Gssues). There &= Do
statistically sipnificant difference i the perception of the msks and dangers
of the students at the Facolty of Seomrity in Skopje and the stadents of the
Insfifirte for Defense and Peace. That speaks for a relatvely same perception
towards the risks and the dangers. According to the authors, this is due to the
development of a safefy culfare and the acquired kpowledze during the
stadies and in general the attifade fowards the msks and hazards associated
with the serurity. There is a difference in the perception of the vahe of
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seCUnity issues among the students from the first and the third years of shady.
The smodents m the third year of stady have a higher developed semse for
securiry culmare. Secondly, among the stadents from the first year we can see
incompleted atiitades towards seme security matters that can be especially
illusirated by the vales of the devirtons to the standard deviation m the
assessment of the security challenge in the cases: "existence of classical
military threat”, "“temorizm®, “mafficking of people” and "human organ
trafficking”. In addition, the performed t - test showed statistical significance
of the differences between these two groups amongs the guestons: “buman
argan rafficking” and the "terror=m®.

There is a statistically sipnificant difference between the artitudes of
the stodents from the Faculty of Security Skopje and the Faoolty of Law
"Tustintann: Pripms” in terms of the range of danger of risks associated with
the spread of mopical dizeases to the north and the south of the squator as
well as pollution of the oceans due o the release of a carbon diemide. This is
due to a hipher degree of the built security calure rather based on the
familiarity with the real facts and data. Macedonia is wulnerable to risks and
dangers from different nature and the owerall processes are oot m frvar of
exidence of an optmal level of handling and management of these risks.

The existence of the consequences for the aman health over the last
decades of the 20th century have created social mterest proups that enabled
the creation of a system for enwironmental protecton, which & mot
completaly finiched i.e it is not uterly fonctional and operational, yet
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